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this is the most comprehensive introduction available to the history and theology of the icon and is the
standard text upon which most modern studies of iconography are based it includes more than the basic
theory of the transfiguration of beauty and the sanctification of art it is a fundamental element in the entire
body of orthodox tradition n this two volume work author leonid ouspensky provides the reader with a deep
and serious approach to the mystery of the sacred image he surveys the development of the sacred art of the
christian east from its beginnings in catacomb art through the iconoclastic controversy of the eighth and ninth
century drawing especially on the russian orthodox tradition the author studies a large number of texts with
care and in great detail he includes an analysis of the flowering of early russian iconography tracing its later
development and the state of the art today the 51 black and white photo illustrations along with the four panel
foldout and six color plates will enable the reader to appreciate the orthodox icon with an informed mind and
open heart volume i originally published in 1978 has been updated by the author and contains large sections
of new material publisher description

the nature of the icon cannot be grasped by means of pure art criticism nor by the adoption of a sentimental
point of view its forms are based on the wisdom contained in the theological and liturgical writings of the
eastern orthodox church and are imtimately bound up with the experience of the contemplative life the
present work is the first of its kind to give a reliable introduction to the spiritual background of this art the
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introduction into the meaning and language of the icons by ouspensky imparts to us in an admirable way the
spiritual conceptions of the eastern orthodox church which are often so foreign to us but without the
knowledge of which we cannot possibly understand the world of the icon back cover

leonid ouspensky 1902 1987 settled in france following the russian revolution and worked as a talented but
struggling commercial painter prior to discovering the icon which became his life s work orthodox
iconography had been in full decline since the seventeenth century and ouspensky set out to recover the
genuine sources of eastern christian art and to recover the tradition that had spawned them in this work
schemamonk patrick doolan a pupil of ouspensky has chosen and commented on more than 100 of ouspensky
s representative works icons and sculptures and wood and stone as well as pressed metal are included giving
us a broad range of the talent of this masterful teacher book jacket

the ecumenical work of the icon is an invitation to the students and faculties of catholic seminaries to be a
part of the tradition of the icon through the lens of ecumenis with a view of ecumenism as lived in both the
roman catholic and orthodox traditions the visual theological language of the icon may be engaged more fully
and respectfully thus enriching the theological education and future ministry of those who learn and teach in a
catholic setting in the third portion of the book readers are offered multiple practical pedagogical examples of
how to integrate teaching and learning about the icon into seminary courses and beyond including writing
assignments oral presentations and hands on activities

in this book the background of the revealed diptych ecumenical icon of the divine heart of god the father
encompassing all hearts is presented together with the related consecration seal prayer to the almighty father
the icon apologia and canon are elucidated the ecumenical importance of the icon of the divine heart for the
universal church is addressed together with the basis for the icon in sacred scripture and tradition as well as
its meaning for our present times and eschatological future the aims of the icon history of god the father in
iconography and pertinent church council decrees are explored the history of the first icon of the eternal
father in the catholic church is given with evidence of the divine paternal heart including scriptural evidence
and the history revelations of this second icon of the father in the catholic church a summary theology of the
divine heart icon is outlined with relevance to the sacred liturgy catholic orthodox mysticism the era of the
eighth day and deification of man the universal call to holiness and the de christianization of our times

solrunn nes one of europe s most admired iconographers illuminates the world of christian icons explaining
the motifs gestures and colors common to these profound symbols of faith nes explores in depth a number of
famous icons including those of the greater feasts the mother of god and a number of the better known saints
enriching her discussion with references to scripture early christian writings and liturgy she also leads readers
through the process and techniques of icon painting showing each step with photographs and includes more
than fifty of her own original works of art

in orthodox theology both the icon and the name of god transmit divine energies theophanies or revelations
that imprint god s image within us in icons and the name of god renowned orthodox theologian sergius
bulgakov explains the theology behind the orthodox veneration of icons and the glorification of the name of
god in the process bulgakov covers two major controversies the iconoclastic controversy sixth to eighth
centuries and the name of god controversy early twentieth century and explains his belief that an icon stops
being merely a religious painting and becomes sacred when it is named this translation of two essays the icon
and its veneration and the name of god available in english for the first time makes bulgakov s rich thinking
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on these key theological concepts available to a wider audience than ever before

in the frantic consumption of images which has so characterized our times a profound unrest has come to
light an emerging desire for a different image one that might serve as the means for mankind s awakening as
a source of fulfillment and peace in the great tradition of the orthodox church the icon remains as a witness to
the reality which it depicts and more importantly renews the presence of that reality within the worshipping
community by its silent proclamation the icon avoids the traps of human reason and fathoms the depth of a
person s being those who gaze upon it are drawn into the mysteries of salvation and by their willing
contemplation open themselves to the transfiguring presence of the risen one in a fascinating evaluation of
the interdependence of orthodox iconography and liturgical worship quenot leads the reader on a pilgrimage
through the major feasts of the church s annual cycle by way of their iconographic representations in every
instance the image in question is treated not as a distinct work of art but rather as an integral element in an
edifice that has as its unshakable foundation the resurrection of christ publisher description

this handbook is an in depth introduction to the theory and practice of byzantine icon painting in egg tempera
the aim is to help all students aspire to create icons that are both sound theologically while being aesthetically
beautiful this volume focuses on the face of christ especially in the mandolin icon and covers all the basics of
icon painting subsequent volumes are planned which will look at the figure and the kyykotissa icon the
design of festal icons backgrounds and buildings this handbook uses dozens of precisely chosen clear
illustrations gives precise recipes for colours and mixtures provides step by step instructions to follow and
links directly to video demonstrations which show some of the most difficult processes close up it puts the
practical aspects of icon painting in a clear historical and theological framework introducing the application
of the timeless principles on which the aesthetics of icon painting are built as art for the church s liturgy icon
painting calls for the highest aesthetic standards and this book aims to help make that achievable for the
average committed student icon painting is presented here as a vocation rather than a hobby or an interesting
artistic technique though this handbook will be of interest to anyone drawn to the world of the byzantine
liturgy and its icons by encouraging students to do more than simply copy good examples from the past but to
understand how the medieval christian artist understood what he or she was doing and how they put that into
practice this handbook brings the world of the byzantine artist back to life icon painting is opened up as a
living art form for today s church the author who has theology degrees from oxford university and heythrop
college in london has many years of icon teaching experience founding the bethlehem icon school in 2010 at
the emmanuel greek catholic monastery in bethlehem where he continues to teach from time to time this
handbook began as handouts for his students on the prince s school of traditional arts icon painting course
while that was being run at the bethlehem icon centre in palestine and has finally emerged as a companion to
the online academy course in icon painting and for members of the arbor vitae icon academy which the author
established during the covid pandemic

a presentation on the biblical and patristic vision of beauty applied then to contemporary movements in art a
theology of the icon from a personal point of view as well as in the context of the church finally the author
includes a section and commentaries on 10 icons from riblev s holy trinity to the novgorodian angel

a comprehensive study of the theology of the icon and its history the aesthetics of the icon and its structures
and the techniques and steps to paint an icon this book contains more than 100 color and black and white
photos and a similar number of drawings which show the technical details and preparations of painting an
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icon from pigment colors to selection of wood

the icon is seen in orthodox christianity as a window through which one is able to experience the numinosity
of the self the ego is inspired through encounter with the self into a greater awareness of the god image in the
world this dissertation is a theoretical study that explores eastern christian dogma through the lens of depth
psychology it is with this understanding that i embark upon the exploration of the ancient tradition of icon
veneration in addition i maintain the viewpoint that the attitude of reverencing the icon has profound
implications to the work of psychotherapy as a mystical spiritual tradition eastern christianity holds within it
the awareness that no matter what can be asserted about god our understanding and abilities to articulate this
transcendent reality will always be incomplete similarly jung avoids the use of the term god because he sees
the difficulty in making assertions about that which exceeds understanding although jung uses the term god
image and eastern christianity refers to god these have very similar meanings the goal of the eastern christian
is theosis or union with god in depth psychological terms it is through consciousness that the ego comes into
relationship with the self the icon assists in the goal of theosis or in psychological terms the individuation
process because it provides a means in which the ego can encounter the self the symbols contained in the icon
allow the ego la enter into relationship with the divine archetypes through spiritual preparation the
iconographer translates the word of god into the materials of wood and paint this craft can be viewed as an
alchemical process as the ego of the iconographer is impacted by the presence of the self it is incarnated into
the materiality of the icon the person who venerates the icon is therefore a participant in the process of the
self becoming incarnate in the world the icon s symbols speak to a reality that is numinous and transcendent
two significant icons in eastern christianity are amplified in this study the icons of the nativity of christ and
the descent of christ into hades these icons symbolize the mysteries of the incarnation of the self in the world
and the ego s realization of the self through the symbols in these icons the ego is supported in the process of
individuation as it encounters the numinosity of the self in the process of psychotherapy the veneration of the
client as icon entails the ability to see all aspects of the psyche as having value to the ego as it is brought into
fuller consciousness as the ego becomes more aware of the self it is also more capable of viewing the beauty
of the god image as manifested in the anima mundi
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