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prize winning historian naoíse mac sweeney delivers a captivating exploration of how western civilization the concept of a single cultural
inheritance extending from ancient greece to modern times is a powerful figment of our collective imagination an urgently needed emergent voice
in big history she offers a bold new account of western history real and imagined through the lives of fourteen remarkable individuals in this
groundbreaking story driven retelling of western history naoíse mac sweeney debunks the myths and origin stories that underpin the history we
thought we knew told through fourteen figures who each played a role in the creation of the western idea from herodotus a mixed race migrant to
phylis wheatley an enslaved african american who became a literary sensation and from gladstone with a private passion for epic poetry to the
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medieval arab scholar al kindi the subjects are a mind expanding blend of unsung heroes and familiar faces viewed afresh these characters span the
millennia and the continents representing different religions varying levels of wealth and education diverse traditions and nationalities each life
tells us something unexpected about the age in which it was lived and offers us a piece of the puzzle of how the modern idea of the west developed
and why we ve misunderstood it for too long the concept of the west is present in every daily interaction you have from entertainment and politics
to world markets and world history this engagingly intimate history will reshape the way you see the world around you at this moment of
civilizational redefinition if we are to chart a future for the west we must properly understand its past

take a trip to the wild wild west to find the true history of a land steeped in legend exploring the social cultural political and economic history of
the american west from the earliest times to the 21st century this is an epic story of a region that has long fascinated people around the world it
explodes the myths of movie makers with first hand accounts of events and photographs this is a chronicle of the human drama and momentous
events that have shaped both the old and the new west

many of us assume western civilization derives from a cultural inheritance that stretches back to classical antiquity a golden thread that binds us
from plato to nato but what if all this is wrong what if the western world does not have its ultimate origins in a single cultural bloodline but rather a
messy bramble of ancestors and influences what if the west is just an idea that has been invented co opted and mythologised to serve different
purposes through history as battles over privilege identity and prejudice rock the cultural wars it s never been more important to understand how
the concept of the west came to be this book tells a bold empowering new story of how the idea of the west was created how it has been used to
justify imperialism and racism and also why it s still a powerful ideological tool to understand our world told through the lives of fourteen
fascinating historical figures from a powerful roman matriarch to an islamic scholar from a crusading greek soldier to a founding father of the
united states from a slave girl in the new americas to a british prime minister it casts a new light on how the west was invented embraced rejected
and re imagined to shape our world today

in this wide ranging history richard bernstein explores the connection between sex and power as it has played out between eastern cultures and the
western explorers merchants and conquerors who have visited them this illuminating book describes the historical and ongoing encounter between
these travelers and the morally ambiguous opportunities they found in foreign lands bernstein s narrative teems with real figures from marco polo
and his investigation into the harem of kublai khan the nineteenth century american missionary isabella thoburn and her efforts to stamp out the
sinfulness of the mughal culture of india gustave flaubert and his dalliances with egyptian prostitutes to modern day sex tourists in southeast asia as
well as the women that they both exploit and enrich provocative and insightful the east the west and sex is a lucid look at a pervasive and yet
mostly ignored subject
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the west is on everyone s lips it is defended celebrated hated but how and why did it emerge and whose idea is it this book is about representations
of the west drawing on sources from across the world from russia to japan iran to britain it argues that the west is not merely a western idea but
something that many people around the world have long been creating and stereotyping the idea of the west looks at how the great political and
ethnic forces of the last century defined themselves in relation to the west addresses how soviet communism asian spirituality asian values and
radical islamism used and deployed images of the west both topical and wide ranging it  offers an accessible but provocative portrait  of a
fascinating subject and it charts the complex relationship between whiteness and the west

this book first published in 1990 examines the relationship between the soviet union and the western alliance at a time of great changes experts on a
range of topics analyse the relationship from both the soviet perspective the impact of gorbachev and the role of eastern europe and from the
standpoint of the nations of the west including france great britain and west germany also included is a discussion of the role of the northern flank
in soviet nuclear free proposals the book concludes with an assessment of the challenges posed by the changing soviet perspective and the
opportunities that these present for the western alliance

the west encounters transformationstakes a new approach to telling the story of western civilization rather than looking at western civilization only
as the history of europe from ancient times to the present this groundbreaking book examines the changing nature of the west how the definition of
the west has evolved and transformed throughout history the text presents a balanced treatment of political social religious and cultural history and
emphasizes the ever shifting boundaries of the geographic and cultural realm of the west overview of western civilization readers interested in the
history and development of western civilization

featuring more than 100 pages of never before seen material the harvey award nominated sensation that rocked the comics world and left readers
hanging in sheer suspense is now a full length graphic novel that finally carries the stunning elk s run saga to its shocking conclusion the town of
elk s ridge west virginia was built on a dream the dream of war scarred vietnam veterans to live in peace and harmony in a place untouched by
violence crime corruption or greed a living norman rockwell painting governed by the most basic values and free of all things considered
undesirable by its founders it was supposed to be paradise and for a while it was over the years some in elk s ridge have grown restless they fear
their refuge has become a prison or a tomb and they yearn to do the forbidden escape but when one desperate bid for freedom ends in a tragic
accident a heinous act of mob justice suddenly tears the idyllic mask from this promised land and the evil its residents sought to keep out blooms
from within now as a deadly chain reaction of events threatens the future of elk s ridge its elders gird for battle against the real world and a group
of terrified teens prepare to make their own stand against the people they once trusted and the only life they ve ever known because there s nothing
left to do but fight or die a chillingly lyrical tale rendered in starkly beautiful visceral artwork elk s run is an unforgettable and unrelentingly
powerful graphic novel event not to be missed with an introduction by charlie houston author of already dead
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part geographical location part time period and part state of mind the american west is a concept often invoked but rarely defined though popular
culture has carved out a short and specific time and place for the region author and longtime californian stephen aron tracks the west from the
building of the cahokia mounds around 900 ad to the post world war ii migration to california his very short introduction stretches the chronology
enlarges the geography and varies the casting providing a history of the american west that is longer larger and more complicated than popular
culture has previously suggested it is a history of how portions of north america became wests how parts of these became american and how
ultimately american wests became the american west aron begins by describing the expansion of indian north america in the centuries before and
during its early encounters with europeans he then explores the origins of american westward expansion from the seven years war to the 1830s
focusing on the western frontier at the time the territory between the appalachian mountains and the mississippi river he traces the narrative
temporally and geographically through the discovery of gold in california in the mid nineteenth century and the subsequent rush to the pacific slope
he shows how the passage of the newlands reclamation act in 1902 brought an unprecedented level of federal control to the region linking the west
more closely to the rest of the united states and how world war ii brought a new rush of population particularly to california further raising the
federal government s profile in the region and heightening the connections between the west and the wider world authoritative lucid and ranging
widely over issues of environment people and identity this is the american west stripped of its myths the complex convergence of peoples polities
and cultures that has decisively shaped the history of the american west serves as the key interpretive thread through this very short introduction
about the series the very short introductions series from oxford university press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area these
pocket sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly our expert authors combine facts analysis perspective new ideas and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable
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