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the relationships both historical and philosophical among the zhuangzi s inner outer and

miscellaneous chapters are the subject of ancient and enduring controversy liu marshals

linguistic intertextual intratextual and historical evidence to establish an objectively

demonstrable chronology and determine the philosophical affiliations among the various

chapters this major advance in zhuangzi scholarship furnishes indispensable data for all

students of the great daoist text in a lengthy afterword liu compares his conclusions with

those of a c graham and addresses the relationship between the zhuangzi and the laozi

this book contains short analyses kaidai of ogyū sorai s 1666 1728 most important

works as well as a biography and a number of essays the essays explore various aspects

of his teachings of the origins of his thought and of the reception of his ideas in japan china

and korea before and after modernization struck in the second half of the nineteenth century

ogyū sorai has come to be considered the pivotal thinker in the intellectual history of

early modern japan more research has been done on sorai than on any other confucian thinker

of this period this book disentangles the modern reception from the way in which sorai s

ideas were understood and evaluated in japan and china in the century following his death

the joint conclusion of the research of a number of the foremost specialists in japan taiwan

and the west is that sorai was and remains an original innovative and important thinker but

that his position within east asian thought should be redefined in terms of the east asian

tradition to which he belonged and not in the paradigms of european history of philosophy

or intellectual history the book represents up to date scholarship and allows both the

young scholar to acquaint himself with sorai and the intellectual historian to compare
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sorai with other thinkers of other times and of other philosophical traditions

the book is the volume of the history of education in qin and han dynasty among a series

of books of deep into china histories the earliest known written records of the history of

china date from as early as 1250 bc from the shang dynasty c 1600 1046 bc and the

bamboo annals 296 bc describe a xia dynasty c 2070 1600 bc before the shang but no

writing is known from the period the shang ruled in the yellow river valley which is

commonly held to be the cradle of chinese civilization however neolithic civilizations

originated at various cultural centers along both the yellow river and yangtze river these

yellow river and yangtze civilizations arose millennia before the shang with thousands of

years of continuous history china is one of the world s oldest civilizations and is regarded

as one of the cradles of civilization the zhou dynasty 1046 256 bc supplanted the shang

and introduced the concept of the mandate of heaven to justify their rule the central zhou

government began to weaken due to external and internal pressures in the 8th century bc

and the country eventually splintered into smaller states during the spring and autumn

period these states became independent and warred with one another in the following warring

states period much of traditional chinese culture literature and philosophy first developed

during those troubled times in 221 bc qin shi huang conquered the various warring states

and created for himself the title of huangdi or emperor of the qin marking the beginning of

imperial china however the oppressive government fell soon after his death and was

supplanted by the longer lived han dynasty 206 bc 220 ad successive dynasties developed

bureaucratic systems that enabled the emperor to control vast territories directly in the

21 centuries from 206 bc until ad 1912 routine administrative tasks were handled by a

special elite of scholar officials young men well versed in calligraphy history literature and

philosophy were carefully selected through difficult government examinations china s last

dynasty was the qing 1644 1912 which was replaced by the republic of china in 1912 and

in the mainland by the people s republic of china in 1949 chinese history has alternated

between periods of political unity and peace and periods of war and failed statehood the

most recent being the chinese civil war 1927 1949 china was occasionally dominated by
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steppe peoples most of whom were eventually assimilated into the han chinese culture and

population between eras of multiple kingdoms and warlordism chinese dynasties have ruled

parts or all of china in some eras control stretched as far as xinjiang and tibet as at

present traditional culture and influences from other parts of asia and the western world

carried by waves of immigration cultural assimilation expansion and foreign contact form the

basis of the modern culture of china

featuring contributions from the world s most highly esteemed asian philosophy scholars this

important new encyclopedia covers the complex and increasingly influential field of chinese

thought from earliest recorded times to the present day including coverage on the subject

previously unavailable to english speakers the encyclopedia sheds light on the extensive range

of concepts movements philosophical works and thinkers that populate the field it includes a

thorough survey of the history of chinese philosophy entries on all major thinkers from

confucius to mou zongsan essential topics such as aesthetics moral philosophy philosophy

of government and philosophy of literature surveys of confucianism in all historical periods

zhou han tang and onward and in key regions outside china schools of thought such as

mohism legalism and chinese buddhism trends in contemporary chinese philosophy and more

this volume presents definitive essays by internationally renowned experts and innovative

younger scholars on the wide range of approaches used by art historians past and present

to analyze images objects buildings and performances it provides critical considerations of

key methodologies from formalism and iconography to social history and psychoanalytic

approaches it foregrounds fundamental concepts from the artist the beholder and the frame

to museums canons and periodization at the same time it broadens art itself as a category

by considering photographs digital media performance architecture and visual culture more

generally the chapters also explore new approaches and new points of view that have

expanded art history s remit in exciting ways in recent years by addressing growing interest

in race ethnicity and the legacies of colonialism gender identity and sexuality ecocritical

approaches to making and consuming art materiality and the senses digitally informed methods
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the nascent field of disability studies and scientific research on vision and on the technical

analysis of works of art this comprehensive collection will be indispensable for students and

scholars of art history as well as for readers coming from other disciplines who are seeking

fresh approaches to visual and material culture
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