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this important collection brings together both established figures and new researchers to offer fresh perspectives on the ever controversial subject of the history of witchcraft
using keith thomas s religion and the decline of magic as a starting point the contributors explore the changes of the last twenty five years in the understanding of early modern
witchcraft and suggest new approaches especially concerning the cultural dimensions of the subject witchcraft cases must be understood as power struggles over gender and
ideology as well as social relationships with a crucial role played by alternative representations witchcraft was always a contested idea never fully established in early modern
culture but much harder to dislodge than has usually been assumed the essays are european in scope with examples from germany france and the spanish expansion into the new world
as well as a strong core of english material

introduces readers to the current state of debate and to future directions for investigation covers such fundamental topics as witchcraft as an intellectual and theological
problem neighbourly tensions related to witchcraft accusations the issue of witchcraft and gender the problem of the decline of witch craft persecution this book is characterized
throughout by a straightforward approach which guides the reader through the sometimes difficult details of this fascinating but much misunderstood subject the interpretive text is
accompanied by a selection of documentary extracts some of them never previously published which allows the reader to get to grips with witchcraft as it was experienced in the
past and to understand how historians have constructed their interpretations of early modern witchcraft

this book critiques historians assumptions about witch hunting as well as their explanations for this complex and perplexing phenomenon it shows that large numbers of men were
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accused of witchcraft in their own right in some regions more men were accused than women the authors insist on the centrality of gender tradition and ideas about witches in the
construction of the witch as a dangerous figure they challenge the marginalization of male witches by feminist and other historians

a collection of essays from leading scholars in the field that collectively study the rise and fall of witchcraft prosecutions in the various kingdoms and territories of europe and in
english spanish and portuguese colonies in the americas

a thoroughly revised greatly expanded edition of the most important documentary history of european witchcraft ever published

aan de hand van rechtbankverslagen beschrijft de auteur de heksenvervolgingen in engeland

in the fifteenth century many authorities did not believe inquisitors stories of a supposed satanic witch sect however the religious conflict of the sixteenth century reformation
especially popular movements of reform and revolt helped to create an atmosphere in which diabolical conspiracies which swept up religious dissidents jews and magicians into their
nets were believed to pose a very real threat fear of the devil and his followers inspired horrific incidents of judicially approved terror in early modern europe leading after 1560 to
the infamous witch hunts bringing together the fields of reformation and witchcraft studies this fascinating book reveals how the early modern period s religious conflicts led to
widespread confusion and uncertainty gary k waite examines in depth how church leaders dispelled rising religious doubt by persecuting heretics and how alleged infernal plots and
witches who confessed to making a pact with the devil helped the authorities to reaffirm orthodoxy waite argues that it was only when the authorities came to terms with pluralism
that there was a corresponding decline in witch panics

witchcraft in early modern england provides a fascinating introduction to the history of witches and witchcraft in england from the sixteenth to the eighteenth century witchcraft
was a crime punishable by death in england during this period and this book charts the witch panics and legal persecution of witches that followed exploring topics such as elite
attitudes to witchcraft in england the role of pressures and tensions within the community in accusations of witchcraft the way in which the legal system dealt with witchcraft
cases and the complex decline of belief in witchcraft revised and updated this new edition explores the modern historiographical debate surrounding this subject and incorporates recent
findings and interpretations of historians in the field bringing it right up to date and in particular offering an extended treatment of the difficult issues surrounding gender and
witchcraft supported by a range of compelling primary documents this book is essential reading for all students of the history of witchcraft

seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject history of europe middle ages early modern age grade english grade 58 von 70 university of nottingham school of history course
hauptseminar gender and society in early modern europe language english abstract witch hunting is seen as something pathological a disease infecting like a plague the body of the
communities in witch it raged 1 with these words the historian bob scribner described witchcraft and witch hunts they are defined as something negative and pathological and it is
obviously that witchcraft could easily emerged because of the traditional beliefs rooted in the early modern society of germany witchcraft and witchhunts emerged in this period and
made the population susceptible to the carrying out of denunciation and elimination of innocent people the population had been easily influenced by the authorities like magistrates and
their fellow citizens in the following discussion passage witchcraft and witch hunts concerning the early modern europe will be less prominent rather than the study about
witchcraft and witchhunts in early modern germany in particular the main focus will stress on the south of germany because it was the centre of witchcraft and witch hunts in
addition to that some examples will be mentioned to show special witchcraft and witch hunt cases first it will be examined how the term witch is defined shown in a historical
linguistic and an etymological way then the two authors of the malleus maleficarum2 and their ideas about witches and witchcraft will be mentioned in the forth chapter the social
context shall be examined in this passage the accused shall be represented and the reasons which led to their accusation in the last chapter the witch hunts in early modern germany
shall be represented it keeps the question in what way the witch hunts increased during the early modern period and which reasons contributed to their decline furthermore it should be
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bring out who was accused for witchcraft and what led to their accusation which reasons were fundamental for the accusation of certain people especially women at that period
germany was part of the holy roman empire which lacked of juridical power and had no control over its own territories 3 also the early modern period was a time of considerable
changes in economy politics and even within the society in particular concerning the role of the woman so the question remains whether witchcraft was linked to the changing female
role in early modern germany or was it only the result of a lot of different political economical and social changes in the early modern period

witchcraft witch hunting and politics in early modern england constitutes a wide ranging and original overview of the place of witchcraft and witch hunting in the broader culture of
early modern england based on a mass of new evidence extracted from a range of archives both local and national it seeks to relate the rise and decline of belief in witchcraft
alongside the legal prosecution of witches to the wider political culture of the period building on the seminal work of scholars such as stuart clark ian bostridge and jonathan
barry peter elmer demonstrates how learned discussion of witchcraft as well as the trials of those suspected of the crime were shaped by religious and political imperatives in the
period from the passage of the witchcraft statute of 1563 to the repeal of the various laws on witchcraft in the process elmer sheds new light upon various issues relating to the
role of witchcraft in english society including the problematic relationship between puritanism and witchcraft as well as the process of decline

this volume provides a valuable introduction to the key concepts of witchcraft and demonology through a detailed study of one of the best known and most notorious episodes of
scottish history the north berwick witch hunt in which king james was involved as alleged victim interrogator judge and demonologist it provides hitherto unpublished and inaccessible
material from the legal documentation of the trials in a way that makes the material fully comprehensible as well as full texts of the pamphlet news from scotland and james
demonology all in a readable modernised scholarly form full introductory sections and supporting notes provide information about the contexts needed to understand the texts
court politics social history and culture religious changes law and the workings of the court and the history of witchcraft prosecutions in scotland before 1590 the book also
brings to bear on this material current scholarship on the history of european witchcraft

this pioneering collection concentrates on witchcraft beliefs rather than witch hunting it ranges widely across areas of popular belief culture and ritual practice as well as dealing
with intellectual life and incorporating regional and comparative elements

wallace notestein s a history of witchcraft in england from 1558 to 1718 is a comprehensive exploration of the cultural and legal contexts surrounding the infamous witch hunts
during the early modern period notestein meticulously examines the beliefs accusations and persecutions of individuals accused of practicing witchcraft shedding light on the socio
political climate that fueled such hysteria drawing from archival records and contemporary accounts notestein s scholarly approach delves deep into the psychological and
societal motivations behind the witch trials offering valuable insights into this dark chapter of english history notestein s writing is engaging with a clear and concise style that
appeals to both academics and general readers interested in the topic his meticulous research and thoughtful analysis elevate this book from a mere historical account to a nuanced
exploration of the human psyche and the power dynamics at play in witchcraft accusations wallace notestein a renowned historian of early modern england brings his expertise to
bear in this authoritative study of witchcraft providing readers with a compelling narrative that challenges conventional assumptions and encourages critical reflection for anyone
interested in the history of witchcraft notestein s a history of witchcraft in england from 1558 to 1718 is an essential read that offers valuable insights into a complex and
enduring phenomenon

new to theproblems in european civilizationseries this volume offers secondary source essays organized around the major controversies and interpretations of the history of
witchcraft in four parts the text examines the major areas of recent scholarship intellectual foundations and demonology part i the political social and economic contexts of early
modern europe part ii accusations trials and panics part iii and gender and witchcraft part iv the text s pedagogy a hallmark of theproblems in european civilizationseries includes
chapter and essay introductions timelines illustrations maps and suggested readings this volume is suitable for courses in western civilization as well as courses focused
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exclusively on witchcraft or european women s history the selections included in this volume represent the latest in research on witchcraft and witch hunts many of them explicitly
test the ideas that were developed in the 1970s when academic research on witchcraft saw its first high point several sources focus on areas where witch hunting was most intense
such as eastern france and the holy roman empire while others cover areas in which few hunts took place such as norway and italy the text incorporates recent studies that have
been particularly influential in the field including works by stuart clark robin briggs and wolfgang behringer contributions by scholars from the united states england hungary and
australia demonstrate that witchcraft research is truly an international enterprise

this is a work of fundamental importance for our understanding of the intellectual and cultural history of early modern europe stuart clark offers a new interpretation of the
witchcraft beliefs of european intellectuals based on their publications in the field of demonology and shows how these beliefs fitted rationally with many other views current in
europe between the fifteenth and eighteenth centuries professor clark is the first to explore the appeal of demonology to early modern intellectuals by looking at the books they
published on the subject during this period after examining the linguistic foundations of their writings the author shows how the writers ideas about witchcraft and about magic
complemented their other intellectual commitments in particular their conceptions of nature history religion and politics the result is much more than a history of demonology it is a
survey of wider intellectual and ideological purposes and underlines just how far the nature of rationality is dependent on its historical context

this book first appeared in 1987 it focuses on the great age of witch hunting in europe and also in colonial america between 1450 and 1750 in these years more than 100 000 people
most of them women were prosecuted by secular and ecclesiastical courts across europe for allegedly practising harmful magic and worshipping the devil the book sets out to
answer the major questions that this strange and terrible phenomenon evokes today why did the trials take place why did they suddenly proliferate in europe at this time how many
trials were there and where and what were the outcomes why were more witches prosecuted in some countries than others who were the accused and who were their accusers why
after more than 200 years of vigorous activity did the trials eventually dwindle away what did they tell us about the social economic and political history of early modern europe
and in particular the position of women within it in this timely second edition brian levack now incorporates the latest scholarship on the subject

this comprehensive study examines polish demonology in relation to witchcraft trials in wielkopolska revealing the witch as a force for both good and evil it explores the use of
witchcraft the nature of accusations and the role of gender

this study of male witches addresses incidents of witch hunting in britain and europe using feminist categories of gender analysis to critique the feminist agenda that mars many studies
it advances a more balanced and complex view of witch hunting and ideas about witches in their gendered forms
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